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1865 SUB-RETORT OF. MR, HIGBY,

Mr. Coaremax: T herewith submit to the commities the information I gathered doring
the months of July, August, and Seplember last.  In accordance with the plan of the com-
mittee, dividing up the labor among its several members, I arrived in California the last of
June, and in a fow days after my arvival, in n:::;mi_&n}r with Mr. Maltby, the superintendent
of Lodian affuirs for the sState, I left San Francisco to visit the different Indian reserva-
tions, and by the last of August had been upon all the reservations in the State, and dur-
ing the toor I made such observations and obtained such facts as time and circumstances
would allow.

At Crescent C 1tgr, in the northern par! of the State, T parted with Mr. Maltby. He return-
ed to $an Francisco, re-visiting the Hoopa Valley reservation on hig retumn, to re- Fl-l'II}TEF.‘uL‘
with the agent there and the United States surveyor the property of the settlers in that
valley, that, with their approval, the government might purchase it for reservation pur-
poszs. 1 continued my journey novth to the city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, for the
purpose of meeting and conferring with Senator Nesmith, with whose labors mine were nti-
mately associated on the Pacific coast ; but I found, on my arrival in Portland, he had left
for the eastern part of his State and t:lu* Territory of Idabo to examine into the condition
of reservations there. 1 had yet to go into the State of Nevada, before returning to the city
of Washington ; so I did not remain in Portland, but went by first eteamer to San Fran-
cisco.  From San Francisco, by steamer, railroad, stage and riding horseback, I made my
way to Fort Churchill, in the State of Nevada., This is a central point midway between
the only two reservations in the Stafe. Here I found some of our volunteers stationed,
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel A. E. Hooker, who kindly offered Lis services to
ald me in my labors, He sent men to each of the two reservations, distaut from five to
seven hours' ride, to notify agents’and Indians to come to the fort and confer with me.
The soldicr sent out to the northern reservation reported on his return that he conld not
find the agent nor any prominent Indian.  All he could learn of the agent wag, that he
left the reservation some weeks before, and had not been seen upon it since.  From the
bouthern or Walker Biver reservation, the agent, Franklin Campbell, placed there tempo-
rarily by the superintendent, and about twenty Indians came to the fort. The informa-
tion obtained there, and at Carson City, and herewith snbmitted, shows but jittle advance
made in Iodian wifairs in the State of Nevadnas yet. The statement ofMr. Warren Wassen,
who kindly offered any aid he could give, was taken at Carson City, on my return from
Fort Churchill. The superintendent of Ipdian affairs for the State, Mr. Lockhart, was
absent in the city of Washington, as I was informed. 1 did not sce hlm and have no doubt
the information was correct.

Large sums of money have been appropriated by the government during the list’fen or
more years, to be expended in the State of California for the purpose of buying the friend-
ghip of the Indians and to better their condition. T regret much that such liberal appro-
priations do not exhibit more fruit and a much better condition of things.,  The benevolence
of the government has far exceeded its beneficence  While the government hags been liberal
in its appropriations, it has not properly goarded the avennes by which these appropria-
tions must go in order o reach the Indians, nor sufficiently pmvithu_l for their impartial
distribution.

While I am clear in the opinion that there should be gome cha.ugen, in the system of con-
ducting our Indian affaivs, and in which changes, I have no doubt, all the members of the
committee will agree, it gives mo pleasure to be able to epeak favorably of the administra-
tion of Indisn affairs in the Btate of California at the present time. Mr. Maltby, the
superintendent, is a man of strict integrity, is verv attentive to his business, and exhibiis
great interest in the welfare and improvement of the Indians, Whatever he receives from
the government for the use and benefit of the Indiane he will faithfully disburse amons
them. The #ents are careful, considerate men, and appear to have the conlidence of the
Indians. While the Indians complained of the articles they received from government,
on account of sheir very poor quality, they had no complaints to make against the agents.

Mr. Franklin Campbell, the acting agent on the Walker River reservation, in Nevada, of
whom I have made mention already, was bhighly spoken of by all, both white men and
Indians. 1 believe be hae since been duly appointed azent of that reservation. 1 raw no
one else in Nevada connected with the Tndian department except Mr. Parker, at Carson
City, who had just been appointed superintendent of the State, but had not yet entered
upon the duties of his office. . I am not informed beyond the statements herewith submitted
what ghould be done in that State in reference to Indian affairs,

There are now in the State of Californin four reservations, The government is paying
rent for Tule Diver farm, used for Indian rezervation, and alzo for lands on which Indians
are kept at Smith river, called the Smith River reservation ; the latter is the most northern
in the State, and the former is the most southern. Nome Cult or Bound Valley reservation
1s central in its location in comparison with the others, and at present furnishes facilities
for sustaining more Indians with less expense than any other rggervation in the State. The
government hag there geveral thousand acres of land free of rc“' charge. 'There have been
some intrusions by way of locations of claims that will doubtless be disposed of withount
much trouble. This valley is singuhr in its formation ; it is about six miles in length by
about four miles in width, and is surrounded by a mountain barrier twenty to thirty miles
in extent, and has but a narrow oyglet for drainage. The valley iz estimated to contain
from fourteen to sisteen thousand acres, the larger part of which is fine agricultaral land.
Under proper cuiture the valley is capable of sustaining several thousand Indians. I am
inclined to the opinion that the government should have the entire control of the whole
valley, and that it should be used entirely for reservation purposes; this would regunire the
removal of several settlers now occupying portions of the valley, hu[', by what tenure tht-:,.r
hold the lands T am not able to say, or whether they have any title other than possession.
The statements I obtained at the reservation gave bat little light upon the sulject,

Mendocino station is treated as o part of the Nome Cult reservation, having only an em-
ploye there. The report of the superintendent shows that the Indians will soon be re-
moved, if not already, to Hound Valley, and the station be entirely abandoned.  Hoopa
Valley rescrvation is yet in an unsettled condition, If the settlers in the valley aceept
" the appraizement recently made, of which I have spoken, the whole valley unencmnbered
will belong to the government. The necessity that called for this step is to be deplored.
1t iz quitﬂ inaccessible ; is suwrrounded by high mountsin barriers, and containsg only about
fitteen hundred acres of land, The grest merit jo the movement in making the villey a
reservation is to appease a band of several hundred Indians, whose home is in the valley
and wountains adjacent, and who lLave been very troublesome by their frequent depreda-
tions made upon the white settlements. I those Indians could bave been removed to some
reservation already provided, it would have been far better, but it was contended that they
could not be successtully removed.  Smith River reservation les upon the coast in the ex-
treme northern part of the State ; ic is within a few miles of Oregon line.  Government pays
rent for the lands that make this reservation. The location is a very good one ; it is eligi-
ble, and the land fertile, Reports herewith submitted explain the condition of things there
very tully, together with the statements taken during my visit there. T think, however,
that very soon the government can provide for afl the Indians in the Stake on three reser-
vations—one in the north, one central, and one in the south., ‘Tule Rivef farm now used
ag a Teservation, with some lands adjacent, would make a good reservation.  The lands are
fertile and the location eligible. I bave wo doubt, however, but there arg other locations
equally as good in every respect.

Changes can casily be made, and the system of providing for and managing the Indians
greatly improved by the observance of good faith towards them. hental, moral, and re-
higious instruclion would be a blessing to them, and appropriations now made and properly
expended by the government for this purpess, in my judgment, would be not only just to
them, but in time would be a saving financiully to the government.



